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ACT I
5:30 - 7:00 pm

Circus Under the Stars Reception
Garden of the Sea

 Hosted Bar and Hors d’Oeuvres, Silent Auction, 
Opportunity Drawing, Wine Pull, Photo Booth,  

Tarot Card Readings, Fern Street Circus Entertainment

ACT II
7:00 – 9:00 pm 

Dinner and a Show
Ballroom

 Welcome, Entertainment, Dinner, Live Auction, 
Artist Advocacy, Entertainment

 Snap It. Tag It. #CygnetGala
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Lead Sponsor 
Molli Wagner

Dinner 
April Blankfort
Entertainment 

Larry & Sydney Cousins 
Ralph P. Johnson 

Pamela J. Wagner & Hans Tegebo
Reception  

KPBS

Auctioneer 
First American Trust

Jean & Gordon Kelly
Christy White Associates, Inc.

Cygneture Cocktail 
Adrian Jaffer & Ann Laddon
Arthur & Marilyn Neumann

Wine 
Alexandra Pearson & Paul Meschler

Rick & Ginny Wisley

Fern Street Circus Entertainment
Robin J. Lipman

Program
Dr. Blaine Hibbard, Leonard Hirsch & Barbara Hoffer

Artists at the Table
Jan Bart, Mark Bennett, Dr. & Mrs. Edgar D. Canada, Larry & Sydney Cousins
Susan & Barry Graceman, Dr. Ronald & Susan Heller, Jean and Gordon Kelly

Harvey and Helen Miller, Charles & Ilene Mittman, Jordine Von Wantoch

CIRCUS       ST   RS
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, all funds raised this evening will go 

directly towards Cygnet’s artistic and community engagement programming.

Under
the

SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR

Celebrating 15 Years of Cygnet

It all began around a kitchen table. A small group of dedicated 
people came together, inspired to tell stories that startle the soul and 
ignite debate. 

The community response - your response - from that small beginning 
has been tremendous.  Cygnet Theatre has grown into one of 
San Diego’s leading theatre companies, known for producing 
adventurous, entertaining and thought-provoking live professional 
theatre. We’ve moved from a 146-seat theatre in Rolando to a 246-
seat home in Old Town. Our first annual budget was $200,000. It is 
now $3 Million.

And the love and support from our extended Cygnet family? Well, 
that’s grown beyond anything we could have imagined. In the last 
fifteen years we’ve learned to push boundaries, explore the new, 
and stay relentlessly passionate. The past fifteen years have been so 
good to us - we can’t wait to see what the next fifteen have in store.

And we’re going to do it together. Thank you for being here tonight, 
you know we couldn’t do it without you.  

Gratefully,
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Jan Bart

April Blankfort

Larry & Sydney Cousins

First American Trust

Dr. Ronald & Susan Heller

Dr. Blaine Hibbard

Leonard Hirsch & Barbara Hoffer

Lisa Illianna

Adrian Jaffer & Ann Laddon

Tom Karlo

Jean and Gordon Kelly

Robin J. Lipman

Honorary Chair 
MOLLI WAGNER 

Honorary Committee

Wendy Nash

Arthur & Marilyn Neumann

Mark C. Niblack, MD

Joe Parness & Lynne Thrope 

Alexandra Pearson & Paul Meschler

Pamela Richards

Jeff Silverman

Barry & Christine Tobias

Pamela Wagner & Hans Tegebo

Christy White 

Rick & Ginny Wisley

Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg, Jr. 

Believing in the power of theatre to startle the 
soul, ingite debate and embrace the diversity of 
the community in which it serves, Cygnet Theatre 

Company is fearlessly committed to the dissection, 
examination and celebration of the human story 

through the medium of live theatre.

Honorary Chair 

MOLLI WAGNER 

We are thrilled that Molli is our Gala Honorary 
Chair for 2018. She and her husband Arthur 
were with us at Cygnet’s founding, offering 
sage insight and inspiration. Their constant 
support has helped Cygnet become the 

innovative theatre arts leader that it is today. 
We know that every opening night will 
indeed sparkle because Molli is there!

Photo by Rachel Esther Tate
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On behalf of Cygnet Theatre 
Thank You!

Gala Chair  
Christy White
Auction Chairs 

Ellen Cherin, Pamela Richards

Gala Committee
Doreen Black, Tania Doggett

Event Manager  
Nil Noyan

Auction Committee
Kate Bower, Ellie Lynch, Wendy Nash, Deborah Pettry, 

Anne Selgas, Lynne Thrope, Barbara Zell

Event Volunteers  
Erica Boddie, Ellie Lynch, Wendy Nash, Thom Yarnal, Noyan Karakas, 

Debbie Peck, Betty Matthews, Valerie Hernandez

Entertainment Director  
Rob Lutfy

Choreography 
Michael Mizerany

Music Director 
Patrick Marion

Musicians 
Mark Danisovszky, Nathan Hubbard

Performing Artists 
Marc Caro-Wilcox, Sarah Errington, Hector Isaac Flores, 

Donny Gersonde, Steve Gouveia, Siri Hafso, Brittany Taylor

Artist Volunteers 
Amy Perkins, Katie Sapper, Michael Cusimano, Kevane La’Marr Coleman, 

Luke Harvey Jacobs, Allison Spratt Pierce, Christine Hewitt, Sandy Campbell, 
Chaz Shermil, Monique Gaffney, Demetrius Clayton

Vendors 
Diane Santos Tarot Card Reader, Lauren Natalie Photography, 

Fern Street Circus, San Diego Floral Design, SOS Entertainment, PVP Valet Parking, 
Chris Rynne, Caroline Andrew, California Coast Auctions Zack Krone

 

LIVE AUCTION

1 - Dinner with Entertainment by Michael and Donny 
Value - $2,500
Enjoy an exquisite dinner for eight prepared by former food critic 
Dr. Lynne Thrope at her El Cajon hilltop home with entertainment 
provided by the talented duo of Michael Cusimano and Donny 
Gersonde.

 2 - Broadway Bound Value - $2,300
Head to the Big Apple to catch some of the world’s hottest theatre. 
This package includes roundtrip airfare for two on JetBlue, four nights 
at a Times Square Hotel, two tickets to a Broadway Show, and two 
premium tickets to any Bedlam production!

 3 - A Night with Sean and Bill Value - Priceless
Enjoy an exquisite five-course dinner for ten prepared by Cygnet’s 
multi-talented Artistic Director Sean Murray and Executive Director Bill 
Schmidt. You’ll be dining al fresco on an ocean-view deck in Del Mar 
while Sean prepares something fantastic and Bill stirs up a Cygneture 
drink just for you!

4 - Holland America Cruise Value - $2,800
Embark on a luxurious seven-day cruise to Alaska, New England and 
Canada, the Caribbean or Mexico. This package for two includes an 
Ocean View Stateroom, extraordinary dining, elegant surroundings 
and pampering by an award winning crew.

 
5 - Dinner on Stage Value - $3,500
Grab your coconuts and join King Arthur and his Knights of the Round 
Table for dinner on the Cygnet Stage! Includes a cocktail hour and 
dinner for eight guests with members of the Spamalot Cast. Available 
dates are July 24, July 30 or July 31.

 
6 - America’s Cup Racing Yacht Value - $2,875
Sail San Diego Bay on an authentic America’s Cup racing yacht! Be 
part of an interactive and exciting sailing adventure with the crew of 
one of the fastest and most famous sailboats in the world. Located 
at the Kona Kai Resort & Marina on Shelter Island San Diego, Stars & 
Stripes USA-11 is a completely refurbished yacht that competed in the 
1992 America’s Cup. Includes complimentary beer, wine, water, soft 
drinks, and snacks during and after your sail.



YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
Free In-School Workshops 
So far this season, Cygnet has brought free in-school 
workshops to more than 700 San Diego County middle and 
high school students.
 
Free Student Matinees
So far this season, 562 students attended free Student 
Matinee performances of The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-
in-the-Moon Marigolds, The Legend of Georgia McBride, A 
Christmas Carol and The Last Wife.  

EMERGING ARTISTS
Cygnet provided 5 San Diego State University graduate 
students with Jeffrey and Sheila Lipinsky Fellowships. Fellows 
design sets, sound, lights and costumes for Cygnet. 

Cygnet provided professional acting opportunities to 2 recent 
graduates of University of North Carolina School of the Arts 
Spencer Bang and Chelsea Polk.

CYGNET SERVES
Blue Star Theatre
As a Blue Star Theatre, Cygnet offers deeply discounted $20 
tickets to military personnel, veterans, and their families, 
year round. 

Tickets for Troops 
So far this season Cygnet has provided over 400 free 
ticket vouchers to active military, veterans and their family 
members. 

Community Performances & Workshops
So far this season Cygnet has provided 14 free performances 
and 14 free workshops to active military members, veterans 
and their family members. 

NEW PLAYS
Cygnet provided 3 playwrights (one local) the opportunity to 
workshop a play through the Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line 
Commission. 

SEASON 15 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS BY THE NUMBERS 



How to Mobile Bid
• You’ll receive a text message with a link to the auction. 
• Tap the link to open in your phone’s web browser. 
• Scroll down to view all packages. You can also tap the menu bar       to 

browse package categories, see items without bids, and track items 
you’re bidding on or that you’ve favorited. 

• Tap on an item to get a preview. You can quick bid the next increment, 
or tap bid more to make a higher bid. 

• Tap details below the box to read more about the package. 
• If you’re not ready to bid, but want to “watch” an item, click the star to 

add it to your favorites. 
• Tap the home icon to go back to the top of the package listing. 

 If you didn’t get a text with a link:
•  Go to cygnet2018.ggo.bid and use your bidder number to log in.
• Follow the same steps as above.
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Wine Pull
Grab some delicious deals at our Wine Pull! Each pull costs $25 
and there are some steals available like an Alexander-Smith 2013 
Syrah valued at $55! Look for the Wine Pull station near the main 
entrance.

Opportunity Drawing
Purchase five Opportunity Drawing tickets for $20 and pick from 
three fabulous prizes. Look for Cygnet Artists selling tickets or head 
to the Opportunity Drawing table in the Silent Auction area. 

Silent Auction
Win fabulous packages from our expansive Silent Auction. Bid on 
your smart phone or find an auction concierge to assist you. 

Live Auction
Our Live Auction features many once in a lifetime opportunities that 
you won’t want to miss. Raise your bidder number on the back of 
your program to place your bid. 

Artist Advocacy Paddle Raise
There will be an opportunity to make a special, tax-deductible gift 
to support Cygnet Theatre following the live auction. 

Cygnet Theatre is a non-profit 501c(3). Tax ID #57-1146474.

There are many ways 
to support 

Cygnet Theatre! 
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Become an Artist 
Advocate tonight!

Raise Your Paddle!
All gifts made during the paddle raise are 100% tax deductible! 

Cygnet Theatre is a collaboration of Artists and Donors working 
together to bring magic to the stage. By sponsoring an Actor, 
Designer, Director, a Production or an entire Season you provide the 
financial support needed for us to continue to create high quality 
productions while keeping our ticket prices affordable to all. 

In appreciation of their support, Artist Advocates and Producers 
Circle members receive special benefits and unique opportunities to 
connect with Cygnet Artists. 

Artist 
Advocate 
Sponsor an Actor   

$500

Sponsor a Designer   
$1,000

Sponsor a Stage Manager 
$1,000

Sponsor a Director 
$2,500

Sponsor a Cast  
$3,500

Producers 
Circle

Associate Producer   
$5,000

Orchestra Sponsor   
$10,000

Technical Sponsor   
$10,000

Production Sponsor   
$15,000

Lead Production Sponsor 
$25,000

Season Sponsor 
$25,000

SEASON XVI
SEE THINGS DIFFERENTLY

NEW PRICING STRUCTURE

This season there are three ways to buy: Subscribe, purchase a 
Cygnet Member Card for TIER 1 pricing anytime, or buy single tickets. 

The earlier you buy, the better your price.  
Subscribing is still the best deal with the most perks! 

TIER1 – $25 for a play and $35 for a musical
TIER2 – $35 for a play and $45 for a musical 
TIER3 – $45 for a play and $55 for a musical

For more information about subscriptions and pricing contact us at

619-337-1525 or visit www.cygnettheatre.com.

MONTY PYTHON’S SPAMALOT
EVERY BRILLIANT THING

HIR
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
MARIE AND ROSETTA
ANGELS IN AMERICA:

A GAY FANTASIA ON 
NATIONAL THEMES

PART 1 & 2

PRIDE AND PREJUDICESUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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MANY THANKS TO OUR AUCTION DONORS

Alamo Mexican Cafe
AleSmith Brewing Company
Backyard Renaissance
Bazaar Del Mundo Shops/Casa 

Guadalajara
Bedlam Theatre
Mark Bennett
Berta’s Latin Cuisine
Bistro Sixty
Doreen & Steve Black
Karen Borowick
Jerry & Kate Bower
Kate & Gerald Bower
Julie Braden
Break Away Tours
Eileen & Richard Brown
Cafe Coyote
California Center for the Arts, 

Escondido
Campland on the Bay
Dr. & Mrs. Edgar Canada
Katie Carr
Ceviche House
Lori Coons
Coronado Playhouse
Cousin’s Candy Shop
Cueva Bar
Cygnet Theatre
Davanti Enoteca
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club
Diversionary Theatre
Jeff & Tania Doggett
Johnny Duran
Bill Eadie
Verona Endrizzi
Estancia La Jolla Hotel & Spa
Sean Fanning
David Felix & Lorraine Boyd
Fiesta de Reyes
Fishmonger’s Market
Fred Astaire Dance Studio Rancho 

Bernardo
Gabe Garcia & Joseph Ornelas
Bill & Judy Garrett
GEN 7 Wines
George Ye
Ronald & Susan Heller
Peter Herman
Holland America Line
Hornblower Cruises & Events
Lisa Illianna
Integrated Bodyworks Massage 

Therapy

JCompany Youth Theatre
Jean Isaacs San Diego Dance 

Theatre
JetBlue
Kasondra Kazanjian
Kendra Scott
Kona Kai Resort & Marina
KPBS
La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club
La Jolla Playhouse
Laetitia Vineyard & Winery
Lamb’s Players Theatre
Diane Lapp
Latitude 33 Brewing
Leatherock International
Ms. Sharon L Lieder
Krista Lombardi
Mainly Mozart
Maritime Museum of San Diego
Mingei International Museum
Moonlight Stage Productions
Lori Moore
MOXIE Theatre
Museum of Contemporary Art San 

Diego
Museum of Photographic Arts
Wendy Nash
National Comedy Theatre
New Village Arts Theatre
North Coast Repertory Theatre
NTC Foundation dba ARTS 

DISTRICT Liberty Station
Terry O’Donnell
Old Town Trolley Tours of San 

Diego
Oliver Peoples San Diego
Olivewood Gardens and Learning 

Center
Pacific Conservatory Theatre
Pelican Cove Inn
Andrea Pena
Deborah Bodinger & Deborah 

Pettry
Una Marie Pierce
Poway on Stage
Pamela Richards
Rick Rinaldi & Jaime Arroyo
Virginia Rivera
Miriam Rothman
San Diego Air & Space Museum
San Diego Art Institute
San Diego Ballet

San Diego Center for Jewish 
Culture

San Diego History Center
San Diego International Film 

Festival
San Diego Italian Film Festival
San Diego Junior Theatre
San Diego Opera
San Diego Repertory Theatre
San Diego Sailboat Charters
San Diego Symphony
San Diego Youth Symphony & 

Conservatory
San Diego Zoo and Safari Park
Santa Maria Inn
Save Our Heritage Organization
Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray
Scripps Ranch Theatre
SeaWorld San Diego
Anne & Tom Selgas
Shakespeare Pub
Jeff Silverman
Gwen H. Small
Snooze AM Eatery
Marisa SorBello
Linda Spuck
Gene Summ
Sycuan Casino
Rachel Esther Tate
Temecula Olive Oil Company
The Fish Market
The Godfather Restaurant
The New Children’s Museum
The Oceanaire Seafood Room
The Old Globe
Lynne Thrope & Joe Parness
Jan Tierney
Truly Fine Wine
University Club
Urban Mo’s Bar & Grill
Warwick’s
Rob Watson
Christy White
Richard D & Ginny Wisley
Richard Wood
Write Out Loud
Thom Yarnal
Ye Olde Soap Shoppe
Joseph A Zakowski DDS & 

Kimberly Zakowski
Anthony Zelig
Ms. Barbara Zell & Mr. Bill McHarg
Zergudan



Shall I Hold your
Seats?

SAVE THE DATE!

OCTOBER 8-18, 2018
Join us this Fall for our 

2018 Theatre Tour of Dublin & London!
Theatre Tour Includes:

— LONDON —
•  5 Nights Westminster Bridge Hotel
•  Daily Breakfast, 3 Dinners & Pub Lunch
•  4 PRODUCTIONS including:
   Ian McClellan in KING LEAR
•  Backstage Tour Theatre Royal 
•  Tower of London & St. Paul’s Cathedral
•  Excursion to Windsor Castle
•  Wellcome Collection
•  East End & Jack The Ripper Tour
•  Olympic Park Tour
•  Regent's Canal Barge
•  Guided Walking Tours
•  Return Air to San Diego

— DUBLIN —
•  Airfare from San Diego 
•  4 Nights at the Fitzwilliam Hotel
•  Daily Breakfast, 2 Dinners & 1 Lunch
•  3 PRODUCTIONS
•  Dublin Theatre Festival
•  Trinity College & Book of Kells
•  St. Patrick & Christ Church Cathedrals
•  Kilmainham Gaol
•  Castletown Private Tour
•  Backstage Tours & Talk
•  Guided Walking Tours
•  Airfare from Dublin to London

For more information call or email: Marinda Peugh
(619) 574-0059 x121 • Marinda@cygnettheatre.com

2018 CYGNET FALL THEATRE TOUR

6995
Includes Airline 

Taxes & Fees

$ Wind & Breeze
Ad

“UNIQUELY
  LYRICAL”

- LA Times

by NATHAN ALAN DAVIS
directed by ROB LUTFY

MAY 16
JUN 10

619.337.1525 • CYGNETTHEATRE.COM

WORLD PREMIERE
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