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Tickets: 619.337.1525 www.cygnettheatre.org

DON’T MISS 
A MOMENT.
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

3-show packages  
start as low as  

just $60!*
*Price for section C  

preview performances

LIFE SUCKS
Feb. 3 -- 27

WATER 
BY THE 

SPOONFUL 
Mar. 23 -- Apr. 24

MUD ROW
May 18 -- June 19

NATASHA, PIERRE 
& THE GREAT 

COMET OF 1812 
July 13 -- Aug. 21

FROM THE DIRECTOR

			 

ROB LUFTY | DIRECTOR

Season 18 2021-2022

How do we accept life on life’s terms when 
life sucks?

Anton Chekhov was a writer and a doctor  
during the 1892 cholera outbreak. He experienced 
a similar health crisis to the one we are in 
today which also included mass quarantines, 
face masks, fear, and uncertainty. And along 
with it, similar psychological, existential, and 
emotional ramifications. During the outbreak 
he wrote to a friend, “I feel lonely, tired and full of worry… My 
soul is exhausted.” Five years later, he wrote Uncle Vanya and 
one hundred and twenty years after that, Aaron Posner handed 
me Life Sucks. I didn’t feel a strong need to do this play when 
I first read it. I loved it, but it didn’t call to me in the same way 
Aaron’s Stupid F**king Bird did. And then the last two years 
happened, I re-read the play and it punched me straight in the gut.

Working on Life Sucks in the era of COVID, the characters 
seem like they could have walked right off the street and up 
onto the stage. They are in a crisis much like we are – their 
crisis simply being life. They don’t know how to actualize their 
dreams or to articulate hope. Hell, they don’t even know how 
they’ll wake up the next morning. But they do. The past few 
years have been hard and quiet and painful. For all of us. They 
have been so utterly Russian. Personally, the only thing I could 
do at times was look at myself and laugh. That’s Chekhov.  
He always finds us when we need a lesson in acceptance.  
He asks us to find the timeless, ridiculous comedy in dealing 
with the circumstances life has dealt us. 

Life Sucks is both Chekov’s and Posner’s medicine for us. 
Chekhov asks us to look at our absurdities, contradictions, 
complexities and longings with radical honesty and a hell of a 
good sense of humor and Posner has taken the healing a step 
further. Unlike in Uncle Vanya one hundred and twenty years 
ago, you’re a character in Life Sucks tonight.

Thank you for coming to the theater today. This play can’t  
happen without you. You will see why.
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Thank you to our Associate Production  
Sponsors Mike & Rhoda Auer 

Producers Circle donors Mike & Rhoda Auer love to support our most 
daring productions and anything directed by Rob Lutfy. They have been 
loyal supporters and friends of Cygnet Theatre from the beginning and we 
thank them for allowing us to continue to take artistic risks. 
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Q What draws you to the work of Chekov?
A  I love his plays, in all their elegant, awkward brokenness. They speak 
to me — which I don’t always think is a particularly healthy thing. They 
are just such brilliantly constructed comic dramas about the difficulty 
and ridiculousness of getting through the struggles of everyday life. 
There is something about the way his people are so horribly stuck 
in their own issues and dilemmas that I find really moving. They are  
almost all trying to be their best selves and move forward in their 
lives, but most of them are failing at that most of the time. There is 
love and loss and longing and pain… but not a lot of hope. Because 
to have hope, you have to be able to imagine a realistic path forward 
towards what you want, and too many of his characters lack that  
essential skill. This harsh reality makes the plays extremely fertile  
playgrounds for engaging, frustrating, well-intentioned people striving  
endlessly to get that they want... and making very little progress  
progress. I find this kind of story sad, funny, and achingly human.

Q What are you looking forward to with the Cygnet version  
of Life Sucks?
A I so enjoyed the version Robby and his whole team did of my 
play Stupid F**king Bird some years ago, I’m eager to see how he — 

Q&A with 
Playwright
Aaron Posner

LIFE  
SUCKS
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and this unique, dynamic cast and design team — will reimagine the 
play for right now. The play is asking big, hard questions about how 
we live our lives in difficult times. So how the real world feels to the  
actors and the audience at this particularly moment really matters. 
The reality is, this play is very different from when I wrote it in 2015 
because the world is so different. The issues that are most active in 
the minds and hearts of our audience will be very different. I will be 
eager to see where that leads the production, and how it will land 
with Cygnet audiences.

Q How has the pandemic  altered or reinforced your own  
opinion on whether Life Sucks  or not? Has it influenced your 
rewrite of the play this time around?
A Since I am answering these question while being sick with COVID, 
it certainly sucks a little right now! But no, not really, I guess I believe 
that life is complicated… and that we all live a lot of our lives standing 
at the corner of Suck and Not Suck, and have to choose which way 
to go every day. But sometimes those choices don’t feel like choices 
at all, and sometimes they can be incredibly fraught. So I think the 
pandemic has just put one more challenge onto an already endlessly 
complicated playing field.

It has been fun to do some rewrites from hearing these marvelous  
actors, but I would say about half the rewrites are because I hear 
things different in the world now because of social/political realities, 
and about half is simply because I have gotten older and had had 
new experiences, and I am hearing conversation with actors that are 
brining up fertile territory for further exploration. I never think my 
plays are ever really “done”. At some point I just have to stop, and it 
gets performed or published, but the world lives on in me, and it is  
always a pleasure to get to go back and tinker around some and 
spend some time with new version of old friends, which is how I think 
about the folks who occupy this play. 

Q Which character do you most identify with?
A Oh, the age old question! I might as well be honest, I identify in  
significant ways with nearly all of them. This is a very personal play 
for me, and there is a lot of me in it, lurking behind certain aspects 
of nearly every character, so it’s honestly an impossible question 
to answer.
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Have you ever been to a Cygnet performance in 
which high school students were its audience? 
They inhabit this theatre once a run on a 
Wednesday morning. Sitting amongst them a few 
years ago, witness to their laughs, squeals, and 
gasps, convinced me to include Cygnet Theatre’s 
Education and Arts Engagement Program in my 
estate planning. Cygnet’s exquisite storytelling 
needs to continue to be accessible to people 
much younger than my demographic long after 
I’m gone. So, it’s important for me to know that 
San Diego’s students can continue to be rapt in 
the always stunning, frequently astonishing, and 
sometimes shocking work produced by Cygnet’s 
amazing artists, directors and designers.

LEGACY SOCIETY HIGHLIGHT 
DR. LYNNE THROPE

To learn more about Cygnet Theatre’s  Education and  Arts  Engagement  Program go 
to https://www.cygnettheatre.org/support/programs-to-support/youth-engagement/  
or contact Tamara Carson at 619-574-0059 x130.

MUSICAL MONDAY
CAL MONDAY MUS
MUSICAL MONDAY
CAL MONDAY MUS
MUSICAL MONDAY
CAL MONDAY MUS 
MUSICAL MONDAY 

Cabaret Style Entertainment

MIXED-UP 
MUSICALS
Feb. 21 @ 7pm
Some of San Diego’s 

brightest stars perform  

songs from roles in  

which they would not  

traditionally be cast.  

SPONSORED BY WENDY NASH

Bryan  
Banville

Chris  
Bona

Melissa  
Fernandes

Shirley  
Johnston

Linda  
Libby

Patrick  
Marion

Musical Monday

SONDHEIM CELEBRATION Apr. 4 @ 7pm HEROES AND VILLAINS July 18 @ 7pm
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CYGNET THEATRE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SHARON LIEDER, PRESIDENT
PAMELA RICHARDS, PH.D., VICE PRESIDENT
CHRISTY WHITE, TREASURER
BARBARA BOLT, SECRETARY
EDGAR CANADA, M.D.
MONIQUE GAFFNEY
CHERIE HALLADAY
YOLANDA HOLCOMB
LESSLIE KELLER 
LINDA LENHARD
ELEANOR LYNCH, PH.D.
ARTHUR NEUMANN
TERRY O’DONNELL, D.MA
ANISE RITCHIE
LUIS VALDIVIA 
BARBARA ZELL
SEAN MURRAY, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
BILL SCHMIDT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CYGNET ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE:
619-574-0059
BOX OFFICE: 619-337-1525
WWW.CYGNETTHEATRE.ORG

CYGNET SWANS
The Swans are a volunteer group that takes 
great pride in bringing each new show cast 
under their wing, providing a delicious home 
cooked meal and treats. Many thanks to our 
swans: Kate Bower, Diane Carpinelli, Connie 
Coe, Donna Cooley, Holiday Geiger, Susan 
Graceman, Yolanda Holcomb, Lori Jedlicka, 
Jeanne Lansdale, Joan Loomis, Linda & 
Rick Miles, Deborah Pantoni, Debbie Peck, 
Dr. Lynne Thrope, Julie Ustin, Barbara 
Wingate. If you’d like to volunteer, contact 
us at volunteer@cygnettheatre.com. 

DON’T MISS OUT! 
Tag us @CygnetTheatre

 Facebook Twitter YouTube Instagram

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 
It’s not always obvious when someone is in 
pain. If you or someone you know may be 
thinking about suicide, it’s time to talk.  
Call the San Diego Access & Crisis Line at  
(888) 724-7240. Other mental health resources 
include NamiSanDiego.org and VistaHill.org
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Bill & Judy 
Garrett

Pamela J. Wagner  
& Hans Tegebo

SEASON 18 SPONSORS

Harvey & Sheryl 
White

Dr. Ronald & Susan 
Heller

Dee Silver, MD
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Don’t miss out on the best party of the year!
Spend a night in the city of light and love, with street 
performers, dancers and many of your favorite Cygnet  
Artists. Enjoy cabaret-style entertainment, a cocktail 
reception, enticing live and silent auctions, an  
exquisite meal prepared by the award-winning  
US Grant culinary team. The evening promises to 
be magnifique! The evening’s dress code is trés 
chic, black tie optional.

All funds raised support Cygnet’s artistic and arts engagement programs.Cygnet is a 501 © (3). Tax ID 57-1146474

$350 VIP Tickets or $300 Regular Tickets
VIP Guests receive complimentary valet parking, 
champage services, preferred seating and more!

Call 619-337-1525 or CYGNETTHEATRE.ORG

  

2022 Cygnet Gala
Sunday, April 24
US Grant Hotel

A CYGNETURE EVENING

JOIN US!

CYGNET SOCIAL CIRCLE

Are you a Cygnet Super Fan?
Join Us! Have fun with Cygnet friends and make new ones, all while 

supporting the theatre’s mission and work. By joining the Cygnet Social 
Circle, you will have access to special member-only events, like Lunch 

with the Artists and Theatre Trips to LA. Cost is $35 per person annually.

Questions? Please call Barbara Bolt, Cygnet Social Circle Chair, 
at 619-889-7121 or e-mail barbarabolt@me.com.
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Francisco State University where she 
studied vocal performance and theatre. 

FRANK DIPALERMO  
(he/him/his)  
The Professor

Frank DiPalermo 
received his MFA 
in fiction from the 
Vermont College of 
Fine Arts. In 2020 

two of his poems were finalists in the 
Steve Kowit Poetry Prize, a flash hybrid 
piece appeared in Ruminate Magazine, 
a short story appeared in Beyond 
Words (an anthology of queer fiction), 
and two essays appeared in The Whole 
Alphabet (an anthology of essays by 
queer authors). He is currently at work 
on his novel, Singing in Tongues, about 
a queer young man born into a Catholic 
Charismatic family. Life Sucks is his return 
to the stage after a long, long absence.
Frank DiPalermo is sponsored by Artist 
Advocates Dr. & Mrs. Louis G. Gillerman.

MANNY  
FERNANDES    
(he/him/his)  
The Professor and 
Vanya Understudy 

Cygnet Resident 
Artist. Manny has 
appeared in over a 

dozen productions at Cygnet. Favorites 
include: The Great Leap, The Last Wife 
(San Diego Critics Circle nomination), 
Gypsy, True West (SDCC nomination), 
Fool for Love, Travesties, The Importance 
of Being Earnest, Assassins, Private Lives, 
Mauritius, Communicating Doors. Select 
local credits include Ring Round the 
Moon, Chaps, Once, Camping with Henry 
and Tom (Lambs); The Secret Garden, 
Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story, Big River, 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Of Mice and Men 
(SDCC Award), Golden Boy (SDCC 
Award), Simpatico (New Village Arts); 
Outside Mullingar, Death of a Salesman, 
A Christmas Carol, Cabaret (San Diego 
Rep); Anna in the Tropics (Moonlight); 

BEATRICE BASSO  
(she/her/hers) 
Pickles

Beatrice Basso has 
performed at Long 
Wharf Theatre, YBCA, 
Cutting Ball Theater, 
CounterPulse, Brava 

Theater, The Front Gallery, and Santa 
Cruz Shakespeare. With Atosa Babaoff, 
Nora El Samahy and Emily Hoffman, she 
is founding member of “Affinity Project,” 
whose piece was named one of “five 
wildest theatrical moments of 2015” by 
KQED. Bea is the lead in the short film 
Laundry by Danielle Katvan and has 
lent her voice to Guillermo del Toro’s 
“Crimson Peak.” Her directing credits 
include WOW Festival and Diversionary 
Theatre. Bea was cultural consultant on 
the Pixar film Luca and lectures at UCSD. 
Beatrice Basso is sponsored by Artist 
Advocates Mike & Mimi Murray.

MEGAN 
CARMITCHEL 
(she/her/hers)  
Sonya and Ella 
Understudy

She has also 
been seen at 
Cygnet in Rock of 

Ages and A Little Night Music. Other 
recent credits include Lamb’s Players 
Theatre: Alice!, Persuasion, Big Fish, 
OZ (World Premiere), You Can’t Take 
it With You, Quilters, Fiddler on the 
Roof; Diversionary Theatre: Significant 
Other, A New Brain, Pippin; New Village 
Arts: Beehive: The 60’s Musical; The 
Old Globe: The Last Goodbye (World 
Premiere), Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!; La Jolla Playhouse: 
Weatherman (reading), Without Walls 
Festival; San Diego Repertory Theatre: 
The Who’s Tommy; CCAE Theatricals: 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat; Welk Resort Theatre: South 
Pacific, Stepping Out. Megan has also 
performed in and music directed shows 
at LEGOLAND, CA. She attended San 

PROFILES
Shakespeare Theatre), Rosencrantz (R&G 
Are Dead, Rogue), Hoopoe (Conference 
of the Birds, Folger), The Dromios 
(Comedy of Errors, SCS), and Fool (King 
Lear, Rogue). She is a Fulbright Scholar 
(Ecuador), and an Artistic Associate at 
both Santa Cruz Shakespeare and the 
Rogue Theatre. She is a Theatre Professor 
at UC Santa Cruz, and received her Ph.D. 
from the UW-Madison. Patty Gallagher is 
sponsored by Artist Advocates Lynn & 
Gertrude Mitchell.

SAVANNA PADILLA 
(she/her/hers) 
Sonya

Savanna is an Actor 
and Teaching Artist 
originally from 
Humboldt County 
California. Theatre 

credits: Shakespeare in Love, Mojada: A 
Medea in Los Angeles, Off the Rails (U/S, 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival); Pick Me 
Last (La Jolla Playhouse); The Refugee 
Hotel (Latinx Play Project); The Madres, 
The Return of Tartuffe (Ashland New Plays 
Festival); The Epic of Gilgamesh (Oregon 
Fringe Festival); Dream Hou$e (Latinx 
New Play Festival); Written in Stone 
(LJP WOW Fest); Saints Go Marching 
(Ingenio Milagro Festival).SOU credits: 
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, The 
Secret Garden, The Crucible, Little Shop 
of Horrors, Caliban’s Dreams, Horse Girls. 
UC San Diego credits: Shame Spiral, Life 
is a Dream, Orestes 2.0, Elektra, HEAP, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. BFA in Acting: 
Southern Oregon University, MFA UC San 
Diego. Savanna Padilla is sponsored by 
Artist Advocates Mike & Mimi Murray.

JORGE RODRIGUEZ u 
(he/him/his) 
Dr. Astor

TV: Dwight in Shining 
Armor, Days of 
our Lives, Terriers. 
Theatre: Sideways, 
El Henry, A Willow 

Grows Aslant at La Jolla Playhouse. 

West Side Story (San Diego Musical 
Theatre); Extraordinary Chambers 
(Mo’olelo); Jeffrey, Boys in the Band, 
Never the Sinner, Fifth of July (Diversionary 
Theatre); Arcadia, Moon Over Buffalo, The 
Rivals (North Coast Rep). 

MELISSA 
FERNANDES    
(she/her/hers)  
Babs and Pickles 
Understudy 

Cygnet Resident 
Artist. Cygnet:  
La Cage aux Folles, 

On The 20th Century, Gypsy, The Whale, 
Assassins, Little Shop of Horrors 
(nominee, San Diego Critics Circle ), 
Cabaret (nominee, SDCC), A Little Night 
Music, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. San Diego 
Theatre (select): ion Theatre: Sunday in 
the Park with George (nominee, SDCC); 
New Village Arts: Smokey Joe’s Café, 
Avenue Q, God of Carnage, Big River, 
Same Time, Next Year, Into the Woods 
(nominee, SDCC), The Seven Year Itch, 
The Full Monty. Moonlight Theatre: 
Sondheim on Sondheim (nominee, 
SDCC). Moxie Theatre: Eternally Bad,  
Mud Blue Sky. Diversionary: Falsettos, 
The Rocky Horror Show. North Coast 
Rep: Dancing at Lughnasa. Regional:  
Little Shop of Horrors (Sierra Rep); 
Harmony, The Car Plays (La Jolla 
Playhouse) Education: MFA - Musical 
Theatre, SDSU. Awards: San Diego Critics 
Circle, Female Actor of the Year, 2016. 

PATTY GALLAGHER u 
(she/her/hers) 
Babs

Patty Gallagher is an 
actor, choreographer, 
and director with 
specialties in 
Shakespeare, 

Beckett, and Clown. She has performed 
and taught in Asia, Europe, South 
America, and the US. Favorite roles 
include Maria Callas (Master Class, Jewel 
Theatre), Winnie (Happy Days, California 

PROFILES
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Red Truck Blue Truck at Old Globe. 
Into the Beautiful North, My Mañana 
Comes, Oedipus el Rey at San Diego 
Rep. Discourse on the Wonders of the 
Invisible World, References to Salvador 
Dali Make Me Hot at Moxie Theatre. 
Much Ado About Nothing at New Village 
Arts. Reasons to be Pretty, Julia at Ion 
Theatre. Seven Spots on the Sun at Inner 
Misson. National campaign commercials: 
Walmart, Cricket, Celino and Barnes, The 
Barnes Firm. Studied acting with world-
renowned master teacher Larry Moss 
for 4 years. Visit www.actorjorgerodriguez.
com. Jorge Rodriguez is sponsored by 
Artist Advocates Rob Watson & Maggie 
Riley-Hagen.

MJ SIEBER u  
(he/him/his)  
Vanya

MJ is proud to be 
making his Cygnet 
and San Diego debut 
with Life Sucks. 
Before the pandemic 

he lived in Seattle as an actor, director 
and filmmaker working regularly at the 
Seattle Rep (Glengarry Glen Ross, Outside 
Mullingar, Dry Powder), ACT Theatre (Lt. 
of Inishmore, Olso, The Crucible, Stupid 
F**king Bird) Seattle  Shakes, Intiman, 
StrawShop, and was a founding member 
and associate artistic director of New 
Century Theatre Co. where he directed the 
west coast premiere of The Flick by Annie 
Baker. He exists mostly for his wife Keiko 
and their Bassett hound Gus. MJ Sieber  
is sponsored by Artist Advocates  
Dean J. Haas, Nancy Sprotte.

EMILY 
SHACKELFORD u 
(she/her/hers) 
Ella 

Emily Shackelford 
is an AEA actor 
originally from San 
Diego. Recent Off-

Broadway and regional credits include 
Lucky Duck (New Victory Theatre), The 

Wolves (Syracuse Stage), Indecent (DC 
Arena Stage, Baltimore Center Stage, 
and Kansas City Repertory Theatre). To 
see more info visit emilyshackelford.com 
or find emily on Instagram @emilyareti.
Emily Shackleford is sponsored by Artist 
Advocates John S. & Patricia T. Baker.

AARON POSNER 
(he/him/his) 
Playwright

Aaron is an award-
winning playwright, 
director, teacher, 
and former artistic 
director of two LORT 

theatres. His Helen Hayes award-winning 
play, Stupid F**king Bird, was one of the 
ten most produced plays in the country 
in 2015. Other plays include Life Sucks 
and No Sisters (both re-inventions of 
Chekhov), District Merchants (inspired 
by The Merchant of Venice), Who Am 
I This Time? & Other Conundrums of 
Love (adapted from Kurt Vonnegut), 
The Chosen and My Name Is Asher Lev 
(adapted from Chaim Potok), Sometimes 
a Great Notion (adapted from Ken Kesey), 
and several more. He has directed more 
than 150 productions at major regional 
theaters across the country, and currently 
lives outside of D.C. with his wife, actress 
Erin Weaver, and his amazing daughter, 
Maisie. Member of Society of Stage 
Directors and Choreographers, an 
Independent Labor Union.

ROB LUTFY 
(he/him/his) 
Director

Rob is the Associate 
Artistic Director at 
Cygnet Theatre. 
He was awarded 
the 2019 Craig Noel 

Award for Director of the Year. Cygnet 
Theatre: Life Sucks, The Great Leap, The 
Last Five Years, The Virgin Trial, Pride and 
Prejudice, Marie and Rosetta, Hir, Every 
Brilliant Thing, The Wind and the Breeze, 
The Last Wife, The Effect of Gamma 
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Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds, 
Shockheaded Peter, Bad Jews, Stupid 
F**ing Bird, When the Rain Stops Falling, 
Hay Fever, Sons of the Prophet, The 
Motherf**ker with the Hat. He runs the 
new play programming at Cygnet.  He 
has worked on plays in development at 
The Theatre at Boston Court, Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater, The Kennedy Center, 
The O’Neill Theatre Center, Burning 
Coal Theatre, The Hub Theatre and The 
Rensing Center. He has assisted directors 
at Shakespeare Theatre Company, Folger 
Theatre, Woolly Mammoth Theatre, 
Arena Stage, The Kennedy Center and 
Marin Theatre Company. He was the 
2014-2015 National New Play Network 
Producer-in-Residence at Marin Theatre 
Company, and the 2012-2013 William R. 
Kenan, Jr. Directing Fellow at The John 
F. Kennedy Center. Rob is a graduate 
of the directing program under Gerald 
Freedman at the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts. Rob Lutfy 
is sponsored by Artist Advocates  
Jay & Julie Sarno.

KIAN KLINE-CHILTON 
(Asso. Artist Director & Casting Director) 
(he, they, Kiki) Kian is a queer multi 
hyphenate artist proudly serving as 
one of the Associate Artistic Directors 
and Casting Director for Cygnet. Some 
favorite directorial works include La Cage 
Aux Folles, The Wind and The Breeze 
(Cygnet Theatre), Botticelli in the Fire 
(Patchwork Theatre), Stupid F**king Bird 
(Skull and Dagger) and This Bitter Earth 
(Diversionary Theatre). Kian holds a BA 
in Theatre from SDSU. He is the founder 
of Patchwork Theatre. The collective is 
dedicated to championing it’s young 
and uprising community of artists and 
embracing new forms of theatre. He 
is thankful for the continuation to be 
an artist and to and is grateful for the 
continuous love and support in his 
endeavors. 

WAVERLY BROOK STRICKLAND u 
(Costume Design Fellow) Waverly 
Strickland is currently in her third year 
of the MFA Design and Technology 

PROFILES
program at SDSU. During her program 
here, she has designed Miku, and the 
gods, Pippin and RE: Euridice/Orfeo 
and works as a G.A. in the costume 
shop. She received her B.A. in Costume 
Design and Technology from College of 
Charleston in Charleston, South Carolina. 
Waverly worked at Playhouse on the 
Square in Memphis, TN as the Associate 
Company Costume Designer/Technician 
for two years. Her past designs include 
Madagascar: The Musical Adventure, 
Junie B. Jones: The Musical, All Saints in 
the Old Colony, Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time, Stage Door, and 
Waiting for Godot. 

PETER HERMAN (Wig & Makeup Designer)  
Cygnet Resident Artist. Cygnet Theatre: 
Costumes and Wig/Makeup Design 
for Shakespeare’s R&J, Hedwig and 
the Angry Inch. Wigs/Makeup Design 
for The Last Wife, Shockheaded Peter, 
On the 20th Century, Bad Jews, Seven 
Guitars, King Hedley II, Gypsy, Stupid 
F**king Bird, The Rocky Horror Show, 
When the Rain Stops Falling, Hay Fever, 
The Vortex, Dogfight, My Fair Lady, Sons 
of the Prophet, Pageant, Fool for Love, 
True West, The Motherf**ker with the Hat, 
Spring Awakening, Maple and Vine, The 
Importance of Being Earnest, Travesties, 
Company, Assassins, A Christmas Carol, 
Gem of the Ocean, Mistakes Were Made, 
Man of La Mancha, Dirty Blonde, Parade, 
and many more. Elsewhere: Peter has 
designed hair and wigs for over 300 
productions, including the La Jolla 
Playhouse, San Diego Rep, San Diego 
Opera and Disneyland. Peter currently 
teaches wig and makeup at SDSU.

TERESA JOVE (Properties Designer)  
(they/she) Teresa Jove is deeply 
grateful and honored to be a part of this 
production. They had the privilege of 
working on La Cage Aux Folles and A 
Christmas Carol here at Cygnet Theatre. 
Previously worked with San Diego 
Repertory Theatre (Sweat, 33 1/3 House 
of Dreams, Bad Hombre Good Wives 
and The Humans) and San Diego Musical 
Theatre (Bring It On, South Pacific and 
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Hairspray). She would like to give special 
thanks to all her friends and family who 
have been supporting and encouraging 
them to pursue their passion.

MINJOO KIM (Lighting Designer)  
Minjoo Kim is excited to return to Cygnet 
Theatre with Life Sucks. Her collective 
lighting design credits include The Great 
Leap (Round House Theatre), The Chief 
(Pittsburgh Public Theater), One in Two 
(Diversionary Theatre), Bette Davis Ain’t 
for Sissies (Mile Square Theatre), The Two 
(Space Owul), The Great Leap (Cygnet 
Theatre), Quiet No More (San Diego 
Women’s Chorus), Qulili (The Blindspot), 
IDEAS-Cetacea (Calit2 Theater, Atkinson 
Hall), Crimson Girl (Dongsoong Art 
Center), Die or Not (Seoul Art Space 
Mullae), Mask on/off (Shanghai Dramatic 
Arts Centre). Her work Othello got 
selected in the Emerging Artist/
Imagination Exhibit from the USA at 
Prague Quadrennial in 2019 as well as 
Emerging Artist Exhibition of World 
Stage Design 2022. Check out her work 
on her website: minjoo-design.com

YI-CHIEN LEE (Scenic Designer) 
Yi-Chien is a San Diego-based set 
designer working in theatre and film. 
She received MFA in Scenic Design 
at UC San Diego. Her work for “Moon 
drunk” was selected for the Emerging 
Artist/Imagination Exhibit in the 2019 
Prague Quadrennial, and “Un-Tongue” 
was exhibited in The 28th Cairo 
International Festival for Experimental 
Theatre. Recent scenic design projects 
include About Chia-Yi (Our Theatre), 
Burn (STR Network), The Great Leap 
(Cygnet Theatre), The Winter’s Tale (The 
Old Globe, Globe For All), Girlfriend, A 
Kind of Weather, Best Lesbian Erotica 
1995 (Diversionary Theatre, San Diego). 
portfolio: yichienlee.com Yi-Chien Lee 
is sponsored by Artist Advocate Artist 
Dianne Sullivan.

STEVEN LEFFUE (Sound Designer) 
Steven Leffue is a sound designer and 
musician. He is currently Associate 
Director of the Ohio University School 

of Theater, as well as professor of sound 
design. He is a co-founder and board 
member of JACK, Brooklyn (jackny.org), 
and is Director of the Americas Region 
for the International Computer Music 
Association (computermusic.org). You 
may have seen some of his other Cygnet 
work: Angels in America, parts 1&2, Every 
Brilliant Thing, The Wind and the Breeze. 
www.stevenleffue.com.

KATE MCLEOD (Asst. Stage Manager) 
(she/her/hers) Kate McLeod is excited 
to join Cygnet Theatre as assistant 
stage manager. Previous credits include 
stage manager (The Tempest, mon(U)
mental, Elektra) at UCSD, assistant stage 
manager (The Drowning Girls) at On 
Stage Productions and assistant stage 
manager/sound designer with Center 
Stage Productions for 8 years. You 
can see her current projects at bit.ly/
kmcleod76

HANNAH MEADE (Asst. Director)  
(she/her/hers) is an early-career director 
and choreographer currently residing 
in San Diego, CA. After growing up 
in Houston, Hannah attended Sam 
Houston State University to receive 
a BFA in theatre with an emphasis in 
directing. Hannah enjoys new play 
development and has participated in La 
Jolla Playhouse’s With Out Walls (WOW) 
Festival, the Alley All New Festival and 
The Kennedy Center MFA Playwrights’ 
Workshop. Some directing credits 
include Actually (SHSU) NSFW (Stages 
Theatre) and Murder for Two (Stages 
Theatre)

MICHAEL MIZERANY (Movement Director) 
Choreography Credits (selected): At 
Cygnet: Spring Awakening, Shockheaded 
Peter and Pride & Prejudice. Other 
Theatres: Altar Boyz, Dooley, Scrooge 
In Rouge, Thrill Me, Bare: A Pop Opera, 
A New Brain and Tryst (Diversionary 
Theatre), Grey Gardens and Cabaret (Ion 
Theatre), The Full Monty and Smokey 
Joe’s Cafe (New Village Arts), All Shook 
Up (SDMT), Voyeurs De Venus (Moxie 
Theatre) and Bay Boy: The Musical, Rocky 
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Horror, American Idiot and Heathers: 
The Musical (OB Playhouse). Michael has 
been the recipient of numerous awards 
including the LA Stage Scene Award 
for Outstanding Choreography for Altar 
Boyz, Bare: A Pop Opera, A New Brain 
and Shockheaded Pete, and the Bravo SD 
Award for Outstanding Choreographer 
of 2012. He has been nominated five 
times for a Craig Noel Theater Award 
for Outstanding Choreography for 
Dooley (2011), Altar Boyz (2012), Spring 
Awakening and Bare: A Pop Opera (2014) 
and Voyeurs De Venus (2019). 

SHRILEY PIERSON (Costume Designer) 
Cygnet Resident Artist Selected Cygnet 
Productions: The Great Leap, Kate 
Hamill’s Pride and Prejudice, Angels in 
America Millennium Approaches and 
Perestroika, Hir, ShockHeaded Peter, 
Wind and the Breeze, Pageant, The 
Importance of Being Earnest, Travesties, 
Assassins, WCYG A Christmas Carol, 
Parade, Spring Awakening, Mistakes 
Were Made, Glass Menagerie, Little Shop 
of Horrors, Our Town, Cabaret, Sweeney 
Todd, Private Lives, It’s a Wonderful, 
History Boys, A Christmas Carol. Other 
Local Favorites: The Old Globe: Hurricane 
Diane, Tiny Beautiful Things, Ken Ludwig’s 
Baskerville, Diversionary Theatre: The 
Moors, Marry Me A Little, The Further 
Adventures of Hedda Gabbler, Pippin, 
Harmony Kansas, and Next Fall. 
shirleypiersondesigns.com. Shirley Pierson 
is sponsored by Artist Advocate Robin Luby.

DEAN REMINGTON u (Stage Manager) 
Cygnet Resident Artist. Dean is thrilled 
to return to the Cygnet for Life Sucks 
having completed successful runs of 
The Virgin Trial, Pride and Prejudice, 
Every Brilliant Thing, The Wind and the 
Breeze, A Christmas Carol, The Effect 
of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon 
Marigolds, Shockheaded Peter, When the 
Rain Stops Falling, and Stupid F**king 
Bird. National Tours include The Lion 
King and Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. 
In the UK he was delighted to work with 
Cameron Mackintosh on his musical, Hey, 
Mr. Producer! Other highlights include 

The Luckiest, the Annual Gala and the 
WoW Festival for La Jolla Playhouse; 
Outside Mullingar and the world premiere 
of Manifest Destinitis at San Diego 
Repertory Theatre; The Outsider at  
North Coast Repertory; as well as 
international productions of Grease,  
42nd Street, Anything Goes, A Chorus 
Line and Meet Me in St. Louis. 

ACTORS’ EQUITY 
ASSOCIATION (AEA),  

founded in 1913, represents more 
than 45,000 actors and stage 
managers in the United States. 

Equity seeks to advance, promote and foster the 
art of live theatre as an essential component of 
our society. Equity negotiates wages and working 
conditions, providing a wide range of benefits, 
including health and pension plans. AEA is a 
member of the AFL-CIO, and is affiliated with 
FIA, an international organization of performing 
arts unions. The Equity emblem is our mark of 
excellence. www.actorsequity.org.
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CYGNET THEATRE LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
Cygnet Theatre recognizes and respects 
that the land on which our theatre sits is 
the unceded homeland of the Kumeyaay 
Nation, who have been living time 
immemorial. As San Diego’s first people, 
the Kumeyaay have faced violent efforts 
to separate them from their land, culture, 
and each other. We view acknowledgement 
as an important first step to build 
mindfulness and awareness. We find 
inspiration from this land and thank them 
for their centuries of stewardship.

Sign up for our 
e-blasts now  

and don’t miss out on 
special promotions and 

behind-the-scenes 
content.

GET ON THE LIST!

SCAN NOW TO FILL OUT THE QUICK FORM.



Anonymous Donor

Alice Alperin*

Joyce Axelrod

Jan Bart

Mark T. Bennett

Paula Bentley & Tom Little

Barbara Bethel*

Barbara Bolt 

Margaret Boyce*

Chuck & Katie Boyer  

Diane Carpinelli

Ellen Cherin

Jane Cowgill 

Doug & Alice Diamond

Kathy Dunlap*

Teresa & Merle Fischlowitz

Bill & Judy Garrett  

Jim & Linda Good

Kathleen Hayes*

Yolanda Holcomb

Janis N. Jones

Jerry Lester

Robin J. Lipman

Donald & Evelyn Louthian

Jack & Linda Miller

Paul Miller

Ree & Maurice Miller*

Mike & Mimi Murray

Wendy & Randy* Nash

Arthur & Marilyn Neumann

Deborah Pantoni

Deborah B. Pettry

Jim* & Claudia Prescott

Pamela Richards

Jay Richen* 

Dr. Allison Rossett

Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray

Bob & Linda Snider

Abby Stitt*

Lee & Michael Stone

Dr. Lynne Thrope 

Carey Wall

Jordine Von Wantoch*

Rick & Ginny Wisley

Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg, Jr.

If you are considering making a planned gift to Cygnet Theatre
please contact Marinda Peugh at 619-574-0059 x121 

for more information.

Cygnet is honored to recognize our Legacy Society 
members for their commitment to ensure the future 

vitality and long-term stability of Cygnet Theatre.

*In Memoriam

CYGNET LEGACY SOCIETY
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ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS $5,000+
Anonymous Donors • Edith Andrew-Akita • Mike & Rhoda Auer • Lark Bearden & Paula Tallal 
Barbara Bolt • Bread & Cie Bakery Cafe • Richard & Eileen Brown • Dr. & Mrs. Edgar Canada 

Mr. Stanley D. Cohen • Community Health Group • Martha Frank 
Elaine Galinson & Herbert Solomon Fund* • Sheila & Thomas Gorey • Cherie L. Halladay 

Jeff & Judy Handler • Norman & Valerie Hapke • Ralph Johnson • Jolene Koester & Ron Lustig 
Ann Laddon & Adrian Jaffer • Dugan & Philippe Lamoise • Linda Lenhard & Mark Kritchevsky 

Jeffrey & Sheila Lipinsky • Arthur & Marilyn Neumann • Barbara B. Oswalt • Anise & David Ritchie 
Allison Rossett & Sue Reynolds • Von Wantoch Family Trust • Rob Watson & Maggie Riley-Hagen 

Christy White • Rick & Ginny Wisley

Make your own impact through contributing 
to Cygnet Theatre’s annual fund campaign. 
The fund supports Cygnet’s work on stage, our 
Emerging Artists program, and our Education 
and Outreach Programs. MAKING AN IMPACT

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION call Marinda Peugh, Cygnet Development Director,   
at 619-574-0059, ext. 121, visit us online at cygnettheatre.org.

ANGELS $50,000+
The City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture

The Dr. Seuss Foundation

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS $25,000+
Anonymous Donor • County of San Diego • Bill & Judy Garrett 

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Heller • The Shubert Foundation
Dee Silver, MD • State of California • Pamela J. Wagner & Hans Tegebo 

Harvey & Sheryl White

PARTNER $2,500+
Includes Cast & 

Director Advocates 
Anonymous Donors
Lisa Capper & Jesse King
Jane Cowgill
The Samuel I. & John Henry 

Fox Foundation
Joyce M. Gattas
Gay & Lesbian Fund for 

San Diego 
Linda & Paul Globerson
Jamie A. Henson & 

Robert V. Houskeeper
Dr. Blaine Hibbard

Drs. Patrick Harrison &  
Eleanor Lynch

Ms. Lorraine Mahoney
Don & Judy McMorrow
Ilene Mittman
Mike & Mimi Murray
Barbara E Nichols
Jay & Julie Sarno Fund*
Alan & Esther Siman
Lee & Michael Stone
Ron & Susan Styn
Julie & Casey Tibbitts
In Memory of Betsy Watson

PATRON $1,000+
Includes Designer Advocates 
Anonymous donors
John & Patricia Baker
Jan Bart
Helene Beck
Patricia & Stephen Berkley
Linda Bethel
Barbara Bethel
Chuck & Katie Boyer
Break-Away Tours
Tyra Brunson
Sally Ann Cuff
Alice & Doug Diamond
Gail Dill
Richard & Beverly Fink

PRODUCERS $10,000+
The Estate of Margaret Boyce • Cheryl & Bernard Daleiden • Marion Eggertsen 

Bob Furry & Barbara Maloney • Laurie Gore & Julie Osteen  
Jain Malkin & Gary Watson • Wendy Nash • Claudia Prescott 

Pamela Richards • Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust 
Ms. Barbara Zell & Mr. Bill McHarg, Jr.

PRODUCERS CIRCLE

ARTIST ADVOCATE CIRCLE

20 21

Catherine Friedman & 
Anne Turhollow

Russell H. Ginns
Cathryn Golden
Sandra Gulden & Leon J 

Goldberger Gulden Private 
Foundation

Carol Hanson & Cliff Lindroth
William Hanson
Irene Harris & Donna Abrego
Jane & Richard Haskel
Ruth Hayward
Yolanda Holcomb
Mark & Nance Hunter
Helen James
Jean & Gordon Kelly
Bill & Linda Kolb
Sharon Lieder
Robin Luby
Alyce & Mitchell Lynn
Douglas & Susan McLeod
Linda & Rick Miles
Lynn & Gertrude Mitchell
Dr. Mehran Moussavian
Jim Price & Joan Sieber
Price Philanthropies Foundation
Drs. Vivian Reznik & Andrew Ries
Tom & Mary Roberts  

Charitable Fund 
Lynne & Mason Rosenthal
Diana Rotert Koga
Thomas Selgas
Nancy Sprotte
Peter Stovin
Dianne Sullivan
F.D. & Jacquelyn Talbert
John B. Thomas & Mary Koto
Anne Turhollow in Memory 

of Michael Perkins
Erica Ueland

Sponsor $500+
Includes Actor Advocates 
Anonymous Donors
David Alexander
George B. Amerault
Philip Anderson & Veronica Valdes
Mark T. Bennett
Paula Bentley & Tom Little
Laura Berend & Bill Ziegler
Carolyn & Giovanni Bertussi
The Bjorg Family
Katie Boskoff
Lynn O’Rourke Bride &  

Peter F. Bride
David Bevilaqua &  

Craig Caldwell
Connie Coe
Louis Cohen
Michelle Conde
Charles A. Cuccaro & 

Ana Maria Grace
Mark & Jenny Dowling
Mary Earnest & Jonathan Parker
Manny & Melissa Fernandes
Paula Fitzgerald & Chris Nielsen

Radka & Greg Bartholomew
Bob & Lisa Shaw
Susan & Jim Boland
Ken & Edythe Brown
Dr. Helena Chan
Ana de Vedia
Mary Kathryn Erickson
Joseph Fannella
Enid Farrell
Eloise Foster
Morris & Phyllis Gold Fund *
Fred & Lisa Goldberg
Jim Good
Peggy Graham
Cynthia Hanson
Anne-Charlotte & Michael Harvey
Tom & Lynn Hawkins
Bill & Judy Horning
Monika Hseu
Brenda Johnson
Ara & Sue Kaloustian
Laura Kelly
Alexandra Kritchevsky & 

Jonathan Graff
Claudia Lowenstein
Hon. Lynn McAlister
Cynthia McIntyre
Kathleen & James McNairnie
Steven A. Menard
Marlyn & Stanford Milberger
Phillip Morin & Bela Dornon
Chris Nielson & Paula Fitzgerald
Richard & Linda Niwinski
Catherine & Bob Palmer
Nancy J. Partridge
William E. Pommering & 

Patricia Fortin
Arthur & Catherine Price
Susan & Ron Quinn
Michael & Rosina Reynolds
June Rider
Dave & Connie Rittichier 
Amy C. Roth
Cynthia Ruiz
Carolyn Satter
Laurel Shupp
Hano & Charlotte Siegel
Dr. Ed & Evelyn Singer
Linda Small
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Snider
Faith Stagg
Jean Stein
Mary Stephenson
Laurie Stewart
Carol Stoyla & Gary Vavrek
Tim Swift
Mark & Susan Taggart
Bill Teague
Linda Thomas
Judy Thomas
Robert Troisi & Ann Burnett-Troisi
Emily Tryforos
Robert & Nancy Walsh
Michael L. Wasilewski & 

Stephen Miller
Ricki D. Weinberger & 

Alan Willson Jr.
Sheila E. & Mark Wilson
Maria & Randy Zack

Dr. & Mrs. Louis G. Gilleran
Gayle & Dr. Dwight W. Gordon
Dean J. Haas 
Pamela Hamilton Lester in 

Memory of Jim Lester
Mark & Corrine Harvey
Peter Holt & Terry Usher Holt
Judy Issokson
Dr. Steven Jaeger & 

Mr. Joe Zilvinskis
Jay W. Jeffcoat
Dr. David K Jordan
Keith & Clara Justus
Barbara Karpinski
Nan & Gery Katona
Lesslie Keller
Aline King
Beverly & Harry Kjer
Mary Koto & John B. Thomas
Sylvia Levinson
David Gene Long
Johnny Mah
James & Betty Martin
Debra & William McCain
Oliver McElroy & Karen Delaurier
David McGrevy & 

Carolyn Perkins
Clifford R. McIlnay
Meisarosh Mazurkiewicz Family
James & Estelle Milch Fund *
Harvey & Helene Miller
Betsey & Craig Monsell
Tim Mulligan & Sean Murphy
Mrs. Quinnith L. Osborn
Michael Perkins & 

Anne Turhollow
Penelope & Wayne Perryman
William Purves & 

Donald Schmidt
Barbara Rabiner
Linda Rankin
Robert Aaron Reed
Ida Rigby & John Sturla
Barbara Roper
Amy C. Roth
Oliver A. Ryder Fund 
Erich Schoessler
SDUSD Community Service 

Association
Dr. Stephen & Jill Seagren
Betty Jo Shaieb
Richard Shapiro
Jan Shinn Trujillo
Michael D. Straw
Mark & Susan Taggart
Nancy J. Taylor
Ken & Dixie Unruh
Gretchen Vik
Anne Walter

Benefactor $250+
Anonymous Donors
Robert & Meredith Alcock
Ron & Lida Angione
Kari F Bales-Young
Steve Barbone



Supporter $100+
Anonymous Donors
Kathie Adams
Edward & Barbara Aguado
Barbara H. Allison
Kristen M. Amicone
Mary E. Arana
Bryan Auerbach
Joyce Awramik
Joyce Axelrod & Joseph Fisch
Nadine Bangsberg
Bea Barraza
Billie & Lonnie Bearden/Kaufman
Robin & Kathy Becker
Ronald Bellerive
Joseph & Melinda Berge
Vicky Bergman
David Berke & Nancy Lorsch
Vicki & Tom Bernitt
Robert Beseda
Karen Borowick & Katherine Brecka
Ann Bourasa
Mary Ann Bowman
Sandra Boyles
The Buehner Household
The Hightower Cadoo Family
Victoria Cagle
Mr. & Mrs. John Carman
Kathleen Mary Carroll
Cindy & Jeff Cavignac
Capt. & Mrs. William R. Chisum
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne & 

David Closson
Kenneth & Beth Coleman
Marge Connors
Bonnie Contreras
Judy K. Coyle
Fredrick Cutler
Kathy Dailey
Charles & Marilyn Dashe
Patricia A. Davies
Charles & Shirley Davis
Felipe de Bustamante
Whitney Despain
Victor Leo Dicara
Linda Dittemore
Joanne Dramko & Lyford Rome
Wayne Dunstan & Sarah Rue 
Karen Dwinell in Honor of 

David McBean
Ronald M. Eisenberg & 

 Devora Safran
Harry Eisner & Mary Jennings
Susan Farrell
Marilyn Felfe
Jeff Fine
Howard Finnecy
Jack & Patricia Fisher
Sara Fitzpatrick
Barbara & Jerry Fitzsimmons
Lynne Fletcher
Nancy Taft Fletcher
Maria Frase
Kim Freed
Judith & William Friedel
Mary Kay Gardner
Russell Garrett
Linda Garrison
Jessie R. Gates
Eleanor Girard
Carol Githens

Mary Ann Glatt
Victor Charles Glock
Louis Goldich
Susan & Jerry Gonick
Mary & Jerome Grossman
Kathleen Hagenbach
Amy Hallman Rice
Mary E Hardwick 
 June Hope Harland
Gary H. Hayes
Christine Hickman & Dennis Ragen
Leonard Hirsch
Michael E Humphrey
Daniel Jáquez
Lynne & Don Jennings
Jeannette S. Johnson & 

R. Douglas Johnson
Price & Lyn Kagey
Trina Kaplan
Patricia King
Krantz Family
Steve & Becky Lachtman
Jane LaFazio & Don Strom
Patricia Lamont
Elizabeth Lancaster & Eli Shefter
Cherril & Bill Landwehr
Tiffany Lawrence
Karen Lee
Allen & Elizabeth Lemberg
Karen & Kevin Lemont
Carolyn Lindstrom
Diane Lindwall
Diana & Eli Lombrozo
Michelle Longtin
Diana K Lorne
Lanette Lynch
James Marich
Kathy Martin
Harold & Beverly Martyn
Luke McClure
Susan McClure
Brian & Ann McDonald
Linda R. McGuire
Susan Meissner
Robert W. Melton & Vic Cardello
Jaime Mendez
Elvia Meza & Jordan Snodgrass
Jack & Linda Miller
Clark Mires
Patricia & John Misner
Susan G. Mitchell
Virginia Morse
Donna & Edward Murico
Kathleen Murphy
Zach & Ingrid Nadel
National Christian Foundation 

of California
Steve Nehamen
Ernie & Bonnie New
Betty Newman
Lawrence Newmark
Dr. Mark C. Niblack
The Estate of Barbara O. Orth
Victoria & Michael Paris
Amy & Oren Patashnik
Alexandra C. Pearson & 

Paul Meschler
Rachel & Robert Perlmutter
Fred M. Phillippi
Clarissa E Phillips
Cathy & Jim Potter
James & Cathy Potter

* Gifts given through Funds at the 
Jewish Community Foundation 
 
This listing reflects gifts from  
Dec. 7, 2020-Jan 7, 2022.

We are grateful for the generosity of 
our donors and make every effort to 
assure accuracy in the donor listing.  
If there is an error, please accept our 
apologies and contact Marinda at 
619-574-0059 x121 so we can make 
appropriate corrections. 
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Kathy Prill
John Prues
Joan M Qualls
Billl & Judi Quiett
Stephen Godfrey
Ken Ralph
Margaret Read
Irene & Hans Recker
Bob Reed
The Estate of Joseph W. Richen
Donald Ridgway & Patricia Powers
Alva Rivera
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Robrock
Donald & Ruth Rudesill
Oliver Ryder
Gail Saito
Stacey Sasaki
Carrie Schneider & Bob Laymon
Kari Lorraine Scott & Dino Serafini
Larry Segal
The Shanahan Family
Stephanie & Don Shapiro
Jerry Sharrin
Kathryn Shevelow & Edward Lee
Eleanor Shorter
John & Pamela Skirgaudas
Jacque & Rick Songer
Robert Spelman
Anne Speraw & Edward Parish
Victoria Spilkin
Jo Anne Springer
Frank Stahl
Cheryl Standard
Sharon Steeber
Bill Doyle & Mark Stevens
Edward Stickgold
Michael Stotsky
Janet & Robert Stuelpner
John Sturla
Dr. Carol J. Sunofsky
Denise Lynne Sutherland
Kim Sweeney
The Tamez Family
Howard & Leslie Toole
Bruce Sachs & Phyllis Trombi
Catherine & Jeff Tschiltsch
Ulloa Family 
Luisa Vargas
Joseph & Molly Vasquez
Merle & Susan Vogel
Carey Wall
Constance Wickens
Laurel Withers
Joseph Witkin
Janet Worthington
Gregg Yonekura
Mark M Zdunich
Michael & Carole Ziegler

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
SEAN MURRAY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
BILL SCHMIDT

ASSOC. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
ROB LUTFY

ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE/CASTING 
KIAN KLINE-CHILTON

OPERATIONS MANAGER 
MANNY FERNANDES

MARKETING DIRECTOR 
AUTUMN DOERMANN-ROJAS 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
MARY ADSIT 

PRODUCTION MANAGER 
CRAIG CAMPBELL

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
MARINDA PEUGH

DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE 
BRIAN GARRICK

DONOR RELATIONS ASSOCIATE 
JILL JONES

EDUCATION, OUTREACH,  
& INCLUSION MANAGER 
TAMARA CARSON

CONTROLLER 
HALL HODGSON

PRODUCTION/OFFICE ASSISTANT 
ERIC CLARK

SR. EVENTS & MARKETING MANAGER 
NIL NOYAN 

OUTREACH & EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR	  
TIM WEST 

BOOKKEEPER 
RIGO VASQUEZ

PATRON SERVICES MANAGER 
LAURA JIMÉNEZ

ASST. PATRON SERVICES MANAGER 
JENNER PRICE

PATRON SERVICES REPS 
MAYA AIZENMAN

EMILY CANDIA

HANNAH HARRINGTON

MATHYS HERBERT

VIOLETA RUIZ-LOPEZ

HANNAH MEADE

BRENTON WARREN

CONCESSIONS MANAGER 
DILLON HOBAN

CONCESSIONS STAFF 
SHELBY BELTRAN

BRITTANY CARRILLO

TARYN FAUROT

REMUS HARRINGTON

ISAI LUNA

HOUSE MANAGERS 
JANICE FAWCETT

ISAAC GARCIA

ALEX RODRIGUEZ

MASTER ELECTRICIAN 
SKEETER BARRAZA

WARDROBE SUPERVISOR 
SARAH MARION

COVID COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
TARYN FAUROT

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF

SCENIC CREW 
DM SCENIC PRODUCTIONS
MAYA AIZENMAN 
ERIC CLARK 
MATHYS HERBERT
DILLON HOBAN
FINN MITCHEL 
KATE STALLONS

LIGHTING PROGRAMMER 
HARRISON FOSTER

FIGHT COORDINATOR
WIL BETHMANN

ELECTRICIANS 
MAYA AIZENMAN
MIO ROSE ALDANA
DANIEL JOHNSON CARTER

DILLON HOBAN
TERESA JOVE
KATIE TORRETTI
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REGIONAL PREMIERE
By Aaron Posner
Directed by Rob Lutfy

WATER BY THE  
SPOONFUL
WATER BY THE  

WATER BY THE  
SPOONFUL
WATER BY THE  
SPOONFUL

NEXT AT CYGNET

Somewhere in a chat room, recovering addicts keep each 
other alive. The boundaries of family and community are 
stretched across continents and cyberspace as birth families  
splinter and online families collide. A healing and heartfelt 
meditation on lives on the brink of redemption.

“Provocative and brimming with life.”
-Talkin’ Broadway

By Quiara Alegría Hudes
Directed by Meg DeBoard
Mar. 23 - Apr. 24

CYGNETTHEATRE UPCLOSE. FAR REACHING.
619-337-1525 •  CYGNETTHEATRE.ORG

WATER BY THE 
SPOONFUL

Fearless, Groundbreaking Drama

By Tony Award-winner Quiara Alegría Hudes  (In the Heights) and  
winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Water by the Spoonful.


